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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

' Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)IEI This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 
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Disposition of Claims 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 38-47 and 49-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sharood et al in view of Wiggs and Gromala et al. Sharood 
discloses a compressor assembly having a compressor connected to an electric motor 
and an electrical plug 2650 with electronic circuitry including current sensing means and 
voltage sensing means ( see col. 9, lines 13-28) integrated into the electrical plug for 
diagnosing problems with the system including determining how long the compressor 
has been on (see col. 27, line 42 to col. 28, line 64) and communicating to an intelligent 
device such as a computer 190 having a visual display. Wiggs teaches monitoring the 
status of compressor motor protectors in order to provide an indication as to which 
motor protector caused the compressor to stop and Gromala teaches calculating 
average compressor on and off times in order to determine ambient temperature 
conditions. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the system of Sharood such that it included 
monitoring the status of compressor motor protectors in order to provide an indication 
as to which motor protector caused the compressor to stop in view of the teachings of 
Wiggs and included calculating average compressor on and off times in order to 
determine ambient temperature conditions in view of the teachings of Gromala. 
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Claim 48 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sharood 
et al in view of Wiggs and Gromala as applied to claim 38 above, and further in view of 
Katsuki. Katsuki teaches monitoring the demand signal of a compressor and 
determining when the compressor current is abnormal in response to the demand 
signal. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the system of Sharood such that it included 
monitoring the demand signal of a compressor and determining when the compressor 
current is abnormal in response to the demand signal in view of the teachings of 
Katsuki. 

Applicant's arguments filed on May 2, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. For example, with respect to applicant's contention that there is no 
suggestion or motivation to combine the teachings of Sharood with Wiggs, it is pointed 
out that both Sharood and Wiggs are concerned with diagnosing the problems of a 
system having a compressor. It is the examiner's position that one of ordinary skill in 
the art would consider it to have been obvious to modify the system of Sharood such 
that it indicated the which motor protector caused the compressor to stop in view of the 
teachings of Wiggs. With regard to applicant's contention that Wiggs falls to teach a 
motor protector, it is noted that the high and low pressure switches are motor protectors 
since they stop the motor of the compressor when conditions exist that could damage 
the compressor motor. 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period v\^ill expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harry B. Tanner whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4813. The examiner can normally be reached 8:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cheryl Tyler, can be reached on (571) 272-4834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair. 
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Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Harry B. Tanner 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3744 



